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♦BH-Freedom of Information* 690 

♦Study Details Benefits From Freedom of Informat 

♦By HlCHBEL J. SNIFFER 

♦Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON <ftP) - The Clft’s testing of drugs on unwitting Americans* 

THE CflNCER RI5K5 OF PREGNANT NOHEN TAKING THE HORMONE DES AND 

deficient Kentucky nursing homes have one thing in common - the 
Freedom of Information Bct.- 

The Public received detailed information on all three topics from 

GOVERNMENT FILES REGUE5TED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION fiCT. 

With the Senate Judiciary Committee planning to take up amendments 

LATER THIS MONTH TO RESTRICT THE USE OF THE ACT* THE CAMPAIGN FOR 

Political Rights issued a study Sunday detailing nore than 500 

EXAMPLES OF HOH CONSUMERS* BU5INE5SES* JOURNALISTS* HISTORIANS* STATE 
GOVERNMENTS AND POLITICAL GROUPS HAVE USED THE ACT TO OBTAIN FEDERAL 

documents. 

“HaNY OF THE 500 CASES ARE FAMILIAR STORIES TO THE flNERICAN 

public* * * said Peggy Shaker* executive director of the private* 

LIBERAL GROUP HH I CH OPPOSES THE AMENDMENTS BEFORE THE JUDICIARY 

committee. ‘‘But fen people realize that this information mould never 

HAVE LfeFT THE GOVERNMENT’S FILING CABINETS IF IT WEREN’T FOR THE 

FOIfi.” 

The 180-page study includes cases of disclosures under the act 

INVOLVING CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY? DRUG SAFETY* AND GOVERNMENT 
BEHAVIOR CONTROL* THE ENVIRONMENT AND NUCLEAR POHER* FRAUD* HASTE AND 
GOVERNMENT CORRUPTION* LABOR AND CIVIL RIGHTS* BUSINESS* HISTORY* 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND DEFENSE* GOVERNMENT INTRUSION INTO POLITICAL 
ACTIVITIES AND TAXES. - 

BMONG THE BETTER-KNOWN DISCLOSURES LISTED ARE THOSE ABOUT THE 
INVESTIGATIONS OF THE ASSASSINATIONS OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY AND 
CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER MARTIN LUTHER KlNG* THE RADIATION EXPOSURE OF 
U.S. SOLDIERS IN NUCLEAR TESTS DURING THE 1950s* FBI SPYING ON 
DISSENTERS AND VARIOUS AUTOMOBILE DEFECTS. 

The Reagan administration supports the amendments sponsored by Sen. 
Orrin Hatch* R-Utah* which would restrict access to law enforcement*. 

INTELLIGENCE AND BUSINESS RECORDS HELD BY THE GOVERNMENT. HATCH AND 
THE ADMINISTRATION ARGUE THAT THE LAM IMPOSES UNDUE BUKDKHS OH 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND HAS NOT DEEM USED AS MUCH »r THE PUBLIC AMD 

THE PRRSS AS ORIGINALLY ENVISIONED. 
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